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Kusatsu’s Sanyare Odori
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The Sanyare Odori festival is held on May 3 in seven different areas around
Kusatsu City. The word “Sanyare” doesn’t mean anything, but according to
one theory, it's a corruption of the phrase “sachi are,” which means “good
luck” and is thought to have been used in the festival to express the wish
for a bountiful harvest and the warding away of infectious diseases. In May
2018, Kusatsu's Sanyare Odori was recognized as a component of the Japan
Heritage “Lake Biwa and its Surrounding Waters: The Water Heritage of
Prayers and Lifestyle” along with the Ashiura-kannon-ji Temple. Further, in
February 2020, it was designated as a National Important Intangible Folk
Cultural Property. In November 2022, it was registered as a UNESCO Intangible
Cultural Heritage under the 41 “Furyu-odori" dances of Japan as the “Sanyare
Odori of Omi Konan.”
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